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Annual Khmer Buddhist Rituals

1. Bon Makha Puja in March conducts in
the full moon day of 3" lunar month to
commemorate the day of 1,250 Bhikkhus
(they were all enlightened and directly
ordained by the Buddha) met fortuitously on
the full-moon day, and Sakyamuni
expounded the PATIMOKHA, the rules of
the order at the Veluvana Temple.

2. Bon Chol Chnam Thmey (Sangkran) or
Khmer New Year in April conducts in mid-
April, Buddhist New Year based on lunar
calendar of 5™ month. Khmer New Year
festival allows everyone to concentrate on
the experiences of past years to sort them out
as the precious lessons for the new coming
years. This occasion also celebrate Khmer
Tradition including traditional games, folk
dances and other merits observations.

3. Bon Visakha Puja in May conducts to
homage and honor the Sakyamuni Buddha’s
Birthday, Enlightenment, and Parinibbana,
on the full moon day of 6™ lunar month or in
May every year.

4. Bon Chol Preah Vasa in July conducts

to support the Buddhist monks and laypeople
for their 3 months of rain-retreat or Buddhist
Lent to fully study and practice the Dhamma.
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5. Bon Pchum Ben Day in September
conducts to remembering relatives and
ancestors who have passed away as well as
to earn merits for themselves by observing
Dhamma and offering materials to their
parents, elders and pure people such as
Buddhist monks.

6. Bon Chenh Preah Vasa or
Pavoranakam in October conducts to
appreciate the fulfillment of Buddhist monks
and laypeople who completed their 3 month
rain-retreat practice of the Dhamma.

7. Bon Kathina Dana or Saffron Robes
Offering during October conducts to offer
Saffron Robes to Buddhist monks who have
successfully graduated their 3 month rain-
retreat of Dhamma practices during Vasa.
This offering is limited by an exact time
period. Monks and laypeople can conduct
only one month counted from the first day of
Buddhists out of Lent.

8. Bon Oum Touk-Ork Ombok-Sompeah
Preah Kae or Boat Racing-Harvest
Celebrating-Moon Offering conducts
regularly in October to pay gratitude to the
water, crops, rice harvesting and paying
homage to the moon by offering ombok rice.
This ceremony signifies the culture of
gratitude of Cambodian Buddhists who have
not only paid gratitude to great human
beings but also to the natures such as water,
earth, wind, sun, moon and rice etc.
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9. Money-Flower Gathering or Fund-
Raising in any Assigned Month conducts
to raise fund to use for community
improvement, facility renovation, and
scholarship foundation as well as help those
destitute people, poor families and
orphanages.

All Buddhists Must Remember

NAMO TASSA BAGHAVATO,
ARAHATO, SAMMA
SAMBUDDHADHASA (3 times)

(Praise be to Him, the Blessed One, the
Worthy One, the Supremely Enlightend)

(i) BHUDDHAM SARANAM
GECCHAMLI : I take refuge in
the Buddha

(i1) DHAMMAN SARANAM
GECCHAMLI : I take refuge in
the Dhamma

(iii) SANGHAM SARANAM
GECCHAMI : I take refuge in
the Sangha
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The Five Precepts:

(i) PANAATIPAATAA VERAMANII
SIKKHA PADHAM
SAMAADIYAAMI:

I vow to myself not to take the lives of
other living beings

(ii) ADINAADAANAA VERAMANII
SIKKHAA PADHAM
SAMAADIYAAMI:

I vow to myself not to steal

(iii) KAAMESUMICHAA CAARAA
VERAMANII SIKKHAA PADHAM
SAMAADIYAAMI: I vow to myself
not to have unlawful sex

(iv) MUSAAVAADAA VERAMANII
SIKKHAA PADHAM
SAMAADIYAAMI: I vow to myself
not to tell lies

(v) SURAAMERAYA
MEJHAPAMAA, DITTHAANAA,
VERAMANII SIKKHAA PADHAM
SAMAADIYAAMI: I vow to myself
not to indulge in harmful drugs
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